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entirely rounds the.Sterm allowed a few seconds for his words to sink in, and then made a slight tossing motion with his hands as if to convey to those watching him the

hopelessness of their position. "But it is not my desire to destroy without purpose valuable resources that it would ill-behoove any of us to squander. I have no need to

bargain since I hold all the strength, but I am willing to bargain. In return for recognition and 'loyalty, I offer you the protection of that strength. I am in a position to make

unconditional demands, but I choose to make you an offer. So, you see, my terms are not ungenerous.".STILL NO OVERTURE came from the Chironian leaders. The

Chironian who seemed to direct a lot of what went on at Canaveral, the main shuttle base outside Franklin, stated that he didn't report uniquely to any individual or

organization that approved his actions or gave him directions. So who told him how the place was to be run? It depended. He originated requests for things like equipment

and new constructions because he knew what the base needed. How did he know? Because the people in charge of capacity planning and traffic control told him, and

besides, it was his job to know. On the other hand, the companies that built the shuttles and other hardware worked out the technical specifications because that was their

business, and the customers took care between them of the priorities of the missions to be flown from the base. He stayed out of that and did his best to support the

schedules they said they needed. So ultimately, who was in charge? Who told whom to do what, and who did it? It depended. Nothing made any sense..ate tofu and

canned peaches on a bed of bean sprouts?".checkbook..five-dollar bill in his mouth.."Carson doesn't know what to do with it," Driscoll.style and sexy allure of a robot hunter

who had been constructed in a laboratory in the future and sent.Smiling, reaching down to stroke the lovely lady's head, the trucker says, "I guess you'll be all right

with.When Curtis clarifies that he doesn't need to rest, but rather that he urgently needs to relieve himself, this."No sense paying big bucks for cheeseburgers when your

dog will like something else better," Donella.At one time, she'd been proud of her beauty. Now she wondered why she had taken so much pride in."And someone wanted

the cash," Leilani guessed.."No, we can't. I've got to think."."Easy, easy now," Micky counseled, still on her knees, making placating gestures with her hands..After a

mintless scrubbing of her teeth, Micky retreated to her tiny bedroom, which she'd already.CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT.for the bar.."We can handle anything that comes,"

she told him..The communicator at his belt signaled a call from Sirocco, who, with Hanlon and a couple of the others, was taking a break inside the Chironian transporter

that had flown from Canaveral. "How's it going?" Sirocco inquired when Colman answered. "Are the troops mutinying yet?".the closet door with ease. Grunting, she shoved

and shook it out of her way..close to Celia's ear." "What?".After he had walked a block and a half, he arrived at a major street lined with commercial enterprises..pictures this

in his mind, envisions it vividly, and wishes, wishes, wishes.."Hoing! Yikes!" Sinsemilla had compressed the anecdote into two words. She rollicked even to this.On their

arrival, they leaned from Maddock that there was little need for them to have bothered making the arrangements with Sirocco. Border security around Phoenix was

disintegrating, with most of the SDs being pulled back to protect the shuttle base, the barracks, and other key points, and the regular troops who were left scattered thinly

along the perimeter doing little to interfere with the civilian exodus. A whole platoon of A Company had marched away en masse while their officers could do nothing but

watch helplessly, and the depleted remainder had been merged with the remnants of B Company to bring them up to strength. More SDs were disappearing too. The only

thing holding D Company together was personal loyalty to Sirocco after his appeal a couple of weeks earlier. There wasn't really anything to prevent Chironian air vehicles

from landing inside phoenix, but the Chironians seemed to be allowing Terran rules to self-destruct and were respecting the proclaimed airspace. Maddock indicated the

trees beyond the construction site just outside the border, behind which lights were showing and Chironian fliers descending and taking off again in a steady procession.

"No need for you to walk very far," he told them. "I can call Kath and have her send a cab over. What's her number?".Sterm studied the view in silence. After a short while

one of the colonels present said, "We have studied it thoroughly. There are no auxiliary projectors or anything equivalent to a form of secondary armament. The only

direction that it can fire in is sternward from the tail-dish, with eight missiles the odds of at least one getting through would be better than ninety-eight percent. With sixteen

the chances of failure are about as near zero as you can get."."What's the target for the missile strike?' Colman asked hoarsely.."They're all such selfless do-gooders."

Constance Tavenall's voice was crisp with sarcasm but.Lechat didn't respond immediately. Eve Verity elaborated. "For over three centuries we've been struggling to

reconcile old ideas about the distribution of wealth with the new impact of high technology. The problem has always been that traditional conditioning processes for

persuading people to accept the inevitability of finite resources get passed on from generation to generation as unquestioned conventional wisdoms until they start to look

like absolute truths. Wealth was always something that had to be competed and fought for. When slaves and territory went out of style with technology becoming the main

source of wealth, we continued to fight over it in the same way we'd always fought over everything else, and everybody thought that was inevitable and natural. They

couldn't separate the old theories from the new facts." Eve took a sip from her wineglass, then continued, "But the Chironians never grew up with any of that brainwashing.

They made a clean start with science and advanced technologies all around them and taken for granted, and they understand that new technologies create new resources

...without limit.".his boot. "Remainder of detail, by the left.. . march!" Clump, clump, clump, clump....The loud drumming of fear with which he has lived for the past

twenty-four hours has subsided to a faint
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